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Notice of Allowability 

Claims 1-16, 18, 20-22, 24-28, 30 and 31 are pending in the present application. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 1-16, 18, 20-22, 24-28, 30 and 31 are allowed. The previous office action 
dated April 25, 2005 included reasons for allowance of claims 1-16, 30 and 31, and 
further included objections to claims 18, 20-22 and 24-28 for containing allowable 
subject matter. The Examiner notes that the Applicant has amended claims 18, 20-21 
and 24 to include the allowable subject matter of claims 17, 19, 23 and 29. The 
Applicant's amendments thus place the application in condition for allowance. 

The following statements indicate the reasons for allowance. The closest prior 
art Banker et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,426,947) performs an automatic topology discovery 
mechanism that uses a broadcast probe to learn network node information. Banker 
does not disclose sending a probe from a new node as recited in independent claims 1 , 
1 6, 1 8, 20-21 , 24 and 30-31 . A second reference Oppenheimer was applied previously 
to reject certain claims, however, Oppenheimer and Banker taken individually or in 
combination do not teach certain features recited in each of the currently pending 
independent claims, as noted below. 

Regarding claim 1 , none of the cited references taken individually or in 
combination, teach or suggest all of the features recited in steps (a)-(k). 

Regarding claims 2-16, these claims are allowed by virtue of their dependency 
on claim 1 . 
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Regarding claim 18, step (g), in combination with the other claimed features, 
recites features that are novel over the prior art cited to record. 

Regarding claims 20-21 , the suspending operation), in combination with the other 
claimed features, recites features that are novel over the prior art cited to record. 

Regarding claim 22, this claim is allowed by virtue of dependency on claim 21 . 

Regarding claim 24, steps (f-g), particularly, "incrementing the current 
processor. . .with the current processor number in all other nodes that have not yet 
replied with a discovery initiation packet", in combination with the other claimed 
features, recites features that are novel over the prior art cited to record. 

Regarding claims 25-28, these claims are allowed by virtue of dependency on 
claim 24. 

Regarding claim 30 none of the cited references taken individually or in 
combination, teach or suggest all of the features recited in steps (a)-(h). 

Regarding claim 31 none of the cited references taken individually or in 
combination, teach or suggest all of the features recited in steps (a)-G). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kamran Emdadi whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6047. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F between the hours of 8am-5pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on 571-272-3179. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Kamran Emdadi 
August 31, 2005 




